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Mesa native off to a
big start in Hollywood

BY J053H ORTEGA
Tribunes Staff Wnter

ngel Huvaleaba learned firsthand
thers are oo small pars i Holly-
waoaod, oaly small actors.

The 26-year-old Mesa native worked as
a production assistant on the Dsney mov-
ie “Encante,” which last weekend won the
Academy Awards for Best Anlmated Fea-
ture Filin.

That means twa mavies with Mesa con-
nectons were honored with Oscars last
weekend as Troy Kotsur won Best Sup-
porting Actor for his rele in "CODA" and
became the first deal actor to win owe of
the coveted awards

While Buvalcaba's name anly appears in
the credits, winning an Oscar is “surreal’

e sakd.

“To me, that Oscar & my family's sacri-
fice,” he said.

In January 2021, he started with Disney
Animation and gald working on *Encante”
made him realize “why decistons werse
made from a storytelling perspective’

The il focuses on the Madrigals, an ex-
tracrdinary family that live ina place called
the Encante in the mountaing of Calombla.
The Encanto hag blessed every child with
a unkgue gift except Mirabel When she
discovers the community 15 in danger, she
enay be the last bhope to save her bome,

Ruwaleaba's duties included maintaining
calendars, following up with artiszs, and
gitting it on mestings and taking nates.

But ke also got to glve qome inpul, com-
sidering the mowie revolves around a His-

fonpnial ta the Tribune)
peanic fumiky,

It was & wery administrative role” he
said. "But in the same dende | was abways
ievolved with the artist”

Buvalcaba's family brought him to Ari-

htesa rative Angel Ru-.u]:ahu worked on the Cucar-winning d.I'IIIrIHI.t'I'J Disney fikn, “Encanta”

zona when he was 11 from Califormks and
b knew he wasn't in Kansas anymore.
“I was confused and shocked by all the

see ENCANTO ence 15

New Arizona orgamzatmn celebrates baseball

BY MIKE PHILLIPS
Tribunes Guest Wnter

aseball is back The games have re-
B:umed. Excitement and anticipation

fill Cactus League stadiums and ¥al-
ley watering hobes.

Bur baseball never really leaves the Ari-
zona deseri li's a year-round enterprise
waven into owr ecosanty, calture aind kis-
tory While the Cactus League rules March
and the Diamendbacks dominate swmemer,
there is a mever-ending menu of bazeball
on Local diamonds

Betwean the Fall League extended
gpring traliing, instrudtional and pockie
leagues, college, high school and Litde
League, you can find a game an almeast ev-
ery day of the pear,

A new nonprafit seeks to celebrate that
herftage and educate the public abouat it
impact and significance. 19 called Arizona
Baseball Legacy and Experience - AHLE,
far short.

The Meia Histarical Museurn is horme to an extensive collection of Cactus League
miermnarabilia. Specisl to the Trbune)

Artzona's long been a destination for
baseball ingiders and fans. The Seciety far
American Basehall Research (the Money-
ball pecple], chose Phoenix as is headquar-
ters a decade ago after a national search.

Tlee annual NINE Conference takes place
every year in Tempe. It brings together
baseball writers, scholars and ather aficio-
mados to explore among other things the

histary, law sociclegy literature, medes
and architecure of baseball.

The event toak place earlier this month
despite the Major Leagoe kockout. One of
NIME's highlights is presentation of the
Seymour Medal Award, which goes to the
best basehall book of the year The 2022
winner g author Steve Treder for “Forty
Yoars a Giant: The Life of Horaoe Stome-

kaen”

Stoneham swned the San Francisco Gi-
ants for 40 years, starting in 1936, He and
the Indian's Bill Veeck relocated thetr clubs
from Florida to Arizona in 1947, starting
the westward movement of eams that cre-
ated the Cactus League.,

Today, kalf of Major League Baseball
traing in the Valley. The six weeks of Cue-
tus Leagis bring an economic windfall of
mearly $650 million, roughly the impact of
a Super Bowl, every single year:

Basehall radistes here, (s as muwch a part
of pur Landscape as granite mountain peaks
and swimming poals. We are, without
diubt, the center of the basehall univerae.

That's a tithe to cherich, cultivate and cel-
ebrate. And that's the mission of ABLE.

Our organization seeks to honor and rec-
cgrize all things Arizona baseball That's a
biwge goal and cne thar we know will take
toe to achiewe. But we're taking fiest

sex BASEBALL pace 15
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open space;” he said.

Fuval caba sabd he had his (ngers crosged
that the mavie would win an Acwdemy
Awards and is alse celebrating his recent
promotion to producion cosrdinaton

V' totally content in working in produc-
tion for the next 10 pears,” said Buvaleaba,
whio lives in Burbank with his faneds, an
artiet in animation and characer design
The couple met in 20018 while they worked
for an arimation company in Arizos awd
they plan to get married in November,

Huvalcaba sald that talented people
sornetimes get overlooked due o their
lack of proximity w Tinseltow.

“Unfortunately, sometimes if pou're mot
il Hallypwaed, it can be easy o pot get the
recognition you deserve,” he said.

He said the movie reminded him of his
strong contection to kis family in Mesa and
hew hard he's worked to make them prowd

*1 peally resonate with the idea of family
cofes first)” he said. “And how important
it 5 ko bowe and take care of your family”

The impactful themes shared by the
Madrigals in the movie also remind lim
of his own Bamily's values and mudh of
his lard work that be's put inte his carser
derives from making his family proud. I
wiant my name and their name to mean

something,’ be said.

He grew up a second-generation Amer-
can and the oldest of four boys whaose
grandparents immigrated from Mexico.

He said luis favorite movies indwded Dis-
ney's “The Hundhback of Matre Dame” and
Pixar's “Toy Sory.”

In 2013, he graduated from Skyline High
Schaol as the first of his family o do so.
Seon after, he attended Mesa Community
Callege.

During the fall 2014 semester, he partici-
pated in the Disney College Program and
that started lim on his journey working
for both Disney California Advenmure Park
and Disneyland.

He gradusted in 2017 with an associates
af arts in digital ilustration and ransferred
o Arizena State University, gradusting two
years later with a bachelor of arts in film-
msaking practices - anather famely-first.

He said there was a lot of pressure to
miake something of himealf but credite a
lot af success to his mother's suppart

*My mother always believed in me” he
said. “she supported me every step of the
wiy. Ruvalecaba sakd his ethnricity remains
important to his identity and he wants
people to wite around owr varbety.

"I dan't want what differences we have
to create borders” he said. *1 want it to
bring us together” W
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gleps. We're partnering this spring with
the Mesa Historical Museum on an exhibi
focused on the Cactus Leagae Hall of Fame.
Every member of the Hall of Fame has a
gtory, part of 3 modaic that speaks o the
magic and allure of Arfzona basehall.

Tour the exhibit and you'll learn the
journey of Yogh Kawana, who as a child
in 1935 stowed away an a boat to attend
Cubs training games on Cataling |skand
His daring adwenure launched a seven-
decade career as an equipment manager
far Major Leagos cluls.

Between his Cataling escapade and his
Major League career, Kawano was held at
a World War [l [apaness interpment camp
mear fuma That, too, 15 part of lis story ad
part of the Mesa exhibit Kawane's camp
would grow to 18,004 residents, maling it
the third lasgeat "city” in Arizoia,

Baseball, already desply ingrained in
Japanese American culture, would become
the No. 1 pastime at the camps.

Baseball, many internees say, helped
them cope with the isolation and pain of

that dark time. AL one camp near Mari-
copa, there were 32 teams competing in
three different loagues. Games deew trou-
sands of spectators. On display in Mesa are
stories from that ery plus a jersey, base-
hall, plotos and a championship bannes.
Yosh Kawara's unlikely woyage and the
internment camp beagues are just two of
maty storfes wou'll discover at the Mesa
exhibit. Each one is part of our collactive
heritage and a conmection to a game that's
igrained in our society and geography.
Baseball is Americas game and 2 gem in
the crown of cur state. Arizona Basehall
Legacy ad Experfence secks to osdebrate
that relstionship -- past, presentand future
Learn more by visiting us opline at
ABLEAZ.org and check out the Mesa His-
torical Museum exhibit. The museam,
2345 M. Horne Road, is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 aum. to 4 por. Admis-
sbon i 37 for adults, 5 for denlors and
%4 for youth 6-17. Museum members and
children 5 and under are frea,
Mike Fhillips is board president of the
nonprafit Arzona Baseball Legacy and
Experience. l-




